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16 June 1945

TO	 : CO, SCI, Germany

SUBJECT: The RSHA and Edda CIANO in Switzerland

(Source: The Interrogation of Frau Burkhardt BEETZ)

1, Count Ciano was executed at 9s00 AM on the,
morning of January 11, 1944. Three . days before, on Amen'
8th, his wife (EddaliNwAnlini)'had reached Wet, across the
Swiss borders wherg-the Ciano children were waitinufor.;.her.

2• Edda's traveling companion onliiik flighi was
a lieutenant in the Italian Air Force named EMIlio Pucci,
From the border she sent Pucci beak to Veroni-W2Unitters
to Hitler and . Mussolini, begging them to ‘ spaie Ciano's

3.. Pucci was arrested . the morning of. Cianols..-••
death and taken to the office of Gen. Htrster, , BdS . northern
Italy. He was interrogated there and in . jall Abovtthe.
whereabouts of Edda Mussolinit on Jan 17 .he,waiSseen,by
Subject in jail in Milan.. He then had a,frectured Skull;
as a result of "questidning" by a.certaintandartenfahrer).

,Rauff,ISD chief in Milan,
• •

4, The execution . of Ciano bY'the . Puppet Italian-
gow,rnment left the RSHA with much useinished . businessei'	 -
By means of a bargain (which was not kept) they had. persuaded
him to reveal to Frau BEETZ the whereabouts Ottheltglian
Foreign. Office records, Ciano's diaries, howeverOind soma
other important personal papere had not been recovered.

•
5. According to Frau METZ, she had reporteCto:

.	 .	 .

the.RSHA (at Ciano's suggestion) that the diaries were locked
in the safe of a friend of Ciano's in Switzerland,
as Frau BRETZ knew, the diaries had been buried in Italy. . •
until they wore taken to Switzerland, strapped around Edda
Mussolini's waist, during the night of Jan.7th to JanSth,

6, Immediately after Cianes execution, Dr.H8ttl.,
head of Amt VI B 1 (which had now become Amt 	 1)•,and.,
as such Frau BSETZts chiefs left Berlin to visit Verona,:
He arrived =Jan 14th andat once proposed .to Frau.BEST4.
that she go to Switzerland and endeavor to-establish!contect
with Edda Mussolini,- The purpose of themistion was 'two ' .
fold: primiarily, to 'persuade Edda not.to-makeanyAlOblicity .
about the way the RSHA had allowed her husband's execUtion
although he had kept his pert of the bargain; secondarily,,.
to attempt to discover the hiding place of the remaining
Ciano papers, According to Subject, however,' Dr. H8ttl had.
little hope of the success of the secondjerV.o110, asio4

7. Subject states that.,thete&littlel.
the mission and accepted' it only:.onxóonditiónthat'
take Lt. Pucci with her, with,the-object:J010ayt
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Pucci t s life. Dr. HOttl• agreed that-Pucci, because of his
intimate relationship with Edda Mussolini, would be a useful .
assistant in the protect and therefore agreed to the changqi.

n	 •	 -8. On Jan.15th, the day after HottlAt
cover position in Switzerland was arranged for Frail-BEM:Z...
With the consent Von Neuranggman cqnsul in:Luganei**,
and of c	 German vice-cons 	 Milap4)ahe wastO.pOSS
as a secretar employee'of the Milan consulate who was
going to Lugano fez' six week8 to replace .a secretary who
sick. On this basJap. and at the rimiest of Scholst.the.
Swiss consul in Milan granted a. visa imMediatelyi. •

9. he night of Jan 18th . and 19th PuOCLwas
smuggled across the border by boat, On the afterpoon-of
the 19th Frau BEE= took a taxi to the border :and then
train to Lugano, She met Pucci the same day-at.alpre«arrangsa,
rendezvous.

10. Subject had instructions tO:send:Wl'Ppor0"
and communications by means of a Swiss Or German: erChaut
Prager, This man had an office in Chiasso•and otribined.
his business affairs with the running of a .re ar41.04rier-
service between Lugano and Como for the Germans

11, Owing to the. injuries Pucci had e0t4141001
prison, difficulties arose almost immediatvay, : 04440 234,4
Pucci was compelled to go to the hospital : at.DetlinZonti—tev
treatment, and found himself interned by the o*twoWierlFor Pucci, interned in a sisters' hospital at .10,011444pnatCW
contact Edda, interned in a nurinery . at Ingeg0h1:(t4vOthgr-.
side of the St. Gpthard Pass) 4 was OViauSlY P.P . 0.47-1*ttO:.	 _.	 .

12.. Subject attempted on 	 26th Uvrai001,
necessary deposit of .caution mangy :(she:beliSves,141p90
swiss francs were required) in order toS*0.0pueoL
internment. For this purpose she paid
industrialis	 vtimplEl l in Zurich: BianchiJOhot.
states, is-1-FasCUtTwould have nothi ng to lleval
projecit. Three eeks. later, on Feb. 24'8 40t
similar t	 this time contacting
of Pucel_	 of
This girl, a student at
supposed to have enoug	 uen	 friends to
without the deposit of moneys but Subject's vis.'

•• •

also without result.'
dmorlavir

• 13, Pucci, meanWhile, was continuallyjs
to contact Edda by letter -- both:on-bib ommLbeh4f:.an&
.order to assist Subject, for whom-his.feelingoof.gratit440:
for his safety was rapidly changing to 4 feeling Lefaffeetim-
and love. Subject drew up and gave to Plic014 . statem00-
what were supposed to be Cianol s last thoughtsand,messagee,
for Edda. This statement still exists, and.it-is•plaiw:thst,
the Ur-lights -- whether actual or not ....:Iveremicelr,calcslated
to keep Edda silent, as the BMA desired. .Puc0i404tter
embodying this statement reached Edda in ApriX4,.

• 1	 •	 .
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14. On Jan 27th Subject arranged the deliVerit' ' •though not -person, of a letter from Pucci . to a.certain
Ila:celotAp P '. argton... Pucci had obtained the .pqme of this

"hidni-akiT17 aly from d chance acquaintance, 'Wen. his first. .
arrival ir Lugano. De Garston was saidAo be' the representative •
of t	 1, ., at Service l, Lu anes•OUWAn a . 13.0m. a
o scure deal Pucci r e o	 ere	 ,#141 bving  Cianots
diaries from Edda, which De Oarston refUeed:to • doc- • i •• *

• 15. According to Subject, the moViVe for this.deal . •
(which she endeavored to forward by thedelivery:of the letter)
was to secure money for Edda, so that she-and the children .
could continue to J. 	 in.Switzerlands there-was .alsO the hope
that the British would publish the diaries, and so amear.	 • .
Ribbentrop in the way that one section of the RSHA desire4 •

16. On Feb 20th Subject took a train from Luganoite •
Schwyz and went from there on foot to Ingebehlf to. see undeiP• ..
what kind of security Edda and the . Ciano . children Wert •interned.
She was unable to see any of the Ciano • fam4y, evestecom ;v ' •
distance. 'Subject then continued her . jourmOy tO Lausanne*,
see .Suni A ngl1dAsee paragraph 12).. During her'vlait.the. •
s t ri 	 tliIzt - ---6:111sked Signorina . Agnelli, who was stUdying
chemistryi for a bottle of poisons This was mailed.tp..hcq
in Lugano, and she received it 	 Feb. 23rdi'..

	

. 17, •Subject gives the following reason for 'wanting 	 . .
pcison: - She had received a 'letter from Berlin'. saying that A -
priest named Pancine, who was Edda's confeasori.had.sueeeeded
in visiting Edda in her internment at Ingebohlyend•lhat
Pancino was working for Amt VI. Subject was'afraid . that Edda
would tell Pancino how she had been warned by SubjeCtitollee
to Switzerland on Jan 7th, taking Clanot s . diariess - and that
the BMA would arrest Subject for this. treachery..

18. On March 29th Subject's Swiss visa'(alreqty•
renewed from March 1st) expired for the second •time. She'
returned to Italy and went to stay at a country house . -
maintained by the 'SD at Cornebbia, near'Como.. • Host at this
house was , banker npmed	 tz, who was permitted . by' the SD.
to make his., em . ere: Steblect'worked f r- one week in the'
office of y151121., chief of the SD in Como •-and then-took a.

ifour week's leave because her husband, wi h Naltenbrunnees
assistance, had arrived at the •Karnatz house onleaveAv ' ., .

19. ..This vacation ended on May 4th and Subject then .	•
went tc Berlin. on May-6th she saw Kaitenbrunner in bie.offie0
In T rim Albrechstrasse and then reported to the Amt VI. office.
in 32 Berkaorstrasse, Kaltenbrunner told her to return to Come
and make cont2ct with Fah Pancino ( cover name. Nikolaus) , '
Through P:ncino shelves to	 ea or once-MN-to compact Edda, .
Ciano l s papers and diaries were not mentionedi-according-to.-
Subject. Her m:.ssionwas.only to'. giveEdda money-and to tell:
her of Ciano's alleged last wish that she keep quiet in order"
not to endanger her position in Switserlan4 .' .
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20. Subject contact Pancino, as arranged, On ,
Tune 7th: but her actual mission to Switzerland Came
nothing bedause of the Swiss au thoritie0 failure to_graut
a visa. At this time she was earning 230 marks a month, Plus 	 .
a 2iving allowance (while out of Germany) ecnaValent,to
3,000 lire a month. On June 8th came a letter from Kaltenbrunner
anncuncinr that a bonus of 10,000 marks had been paid t0 : bar in
Berlin, as a reward for her good work in obtaining the
socc:t of 7,hore Ciano had hidden the Foreign Office records'
In Rome.

31. Erly in June Subject heard froM:Berlin that
Pancino had :.gain been in contact With Edda'.who had3old 	 •
him that Ciano l s personal papers,..his diaries) exiataV
in septuplicate and were hidden in seven different
in Italy. Pancino, according to Subject, reported that ho:.;
believed Edda would at a later time tell him exactly .where
they wore hidden.

22. Subject now tells the followint curieus.storY.
She says that she heard from 'Pucci some tile. before
April some 1. c:cords had been entrusted by Edda to her personal,
physician,	 ,T,LoccHl at the sanatorium in Sarnia% Italy. •
Subject had done no T1Thg to unearth theses because she was 	 .
still upset at the RSHA allowing Oiano,to die after having •	 •
given up the Foreign Office records:as partof . a bargain tar
life.

- 23. Now, however 1 .-• according to Subject	 she	 •

was afraid that Pancino would hear from Edda of the hiding
place of the documents in Ramiola: in the course of the • -
investigation, it would be discovered that the physician
who was hiding them was in fact a physician for the. ltalian	 •
partisans. Therefore, says Subjects whodecided to-Pick up
the &aliments herself, rather than have it done on infOrmat on
provided by Pancino,

24. •This, however, could net. be done.on.informationH.
that Lubject had concealed for three months. Therefore. 	 • .
it had to be made to 'look difficult', Accordingly. AubJect . . •
tooh off on June 22 for a preliminary investigation with
a Otty Italian agent)named	 She.afterwOdssaw-
Harster, the BdS, on June 24 and .26: and on JUAW3P.tafteran•
abortive journey on the 27th) she went with Br,
to Harster, and received the documents from t Op sicia at
Ramiola in return for a promise of immunity4	 .

25. By whatever method it was in fact done, subject :••
obtained the tapers and took them to • Zossen (cover name •
Zeppelin), Amt VI's first evacuation poin from-Berlin
Here she made a summary-of the papers for Dr;4'S.,tel
chief of Amt VI B 7 and was instructed by b	 eturn to
her home in Weimar and make a complete translation of the
entire collection.	 S .

	

26, This work lasted until August.24 1 the documents	 •
being placed each night in the safe of the WeiMsr 40#410
for security reasons. Subject, boweVer, made an axtrivearbon .
for herself (with the object, she says, of eventnaWitalcing
Edda Mussolini's permission to use the documents inli(poOw-
On the arrival of American troops, SubjeetbUrielV	 b1
of carbons in her gardens whence thgy isar.044000Verp	 01	 ,

.	 ..........
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undersigned with the help of Lt. Stewart Premehl'AmIl.Third
Army. The documents consist of Manes personal Fore
Office records from 1938 to 1943, including letter's ox
by Hitler and Mussolini during the period, (They were for..
warded by air immediately to Twelfth Army Group.)

27. On August 28 Subject returned to'Berlin and
worked as translator for S urmbannfuhrer Wolf the new head
of Amt VI B 1 (in succession 	 •	 he took part in
the evacuation of Amt VI to a camp (cover name Waldburg) in
the region of Storkow, S.E. of Berlin, on Sept. 20, 1944,
Three reeks later % on Oct 10, she received permission to
return home to Weimar to work on another lengthy translation.

28. The work this time was to translate .a Forel
OfA.ce volume on Albania that was among those revealed
Ciano in January . (the other seven volumes -- one for sac
your of ciano l s tenure of office -- bad already been trans-
lated by someone else). This work lasted until January 12,
when she transmitted the complete work through SD channels
to Berlin, no carbon copy was kept by Subject. A letter.
to Dr. Steimle requesting more work remaining answered,
Subject did nothing more for the RSA after that date..

29, Regarding Ciano's papers, Subject believes * that
the Foreign Office volumes disclosed by Ciano are still in
Berlin, in the An' VI office at 32 Berkaerstrasses and that
the diaries are still in the possession of Edda..MussOliniw
She has given the addresses of two other hiding 01aces in •
'Italy made known to her by Pucci. As for the document's in
septuplicate, reported by Pancini (see Para, 21),A0 4000
not know whethcr these are something completely different
or whether they will prove to be the same as those foinid
by her in Ramiola and already unearthed by SCI in Subject's
garden.	 •
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